SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This survey should be useful on several levels. It
documents an important piece of contemporary social
history. The cases and controversies revealed in the
courts and human rights commissions illustrate vividly
the social impact of the HIV epidemic. The social ef-
fects of the epidemic reach deeply into our society,
including schools, hospitals, prisons, and the family.

But the survey does not merely look back to an
important part of the history of disease epidemics. It
also helps forecast the issues policymakers must be

concerned about in the future. The disputes that
occur today will grow into legal precedent when ulti-
mately decided by the courts. The cases that are cur-
rently being tried also illuminate the concerns of the
public about the epidemic. In cases involving our
major institutions such as schools, hospitals, and insur-
ance, policies can be developed now to avoid dissen-
sion and address problems of access.

Finally, decided cases, together with statutes and
regulations, create the rights, duties, and limitations
that profoundly affect persons infected with HIV and
the institutions with which they come into contact.
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nclude that failure to
